
Jews working to help Darfur

Local temples join nationwide anti-
genocide effort
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TEMPLE CITY - Local Jews are taking 
action to oppose 
ongoing ethnic vio-
lence in the Darfur 
region of Sudan, 
saying that instead 
of just mourning 
genocide, they are 
taking action to 
stop one.

At Temple Beth 
David in Temple 
City, a delegation 
of six students met 
with representa-
tives of Washing-
ton, D.C., legisla-
tors in early April. 
And the syna-
gogue's leader, 
Rabbi Alan Lachtman, attended the 
April30 Rally to Stop Genocide in the na-
tion's capital.

They are motivated by a scriptural com-
mand to not stand idly by while others 
suffer, Lachtman said.

"If you can help somebody and don't do 
it, it's a sin," he said. "It's considered a 
transgression against God."

The members of Temple Beth David have 
joined a chorus of interfaith voices na-
tionwide in calling on the U.S. govern-

ment to intervene in the Darfur region. 
The crisis, which started in 2003, involves 
a systematic campaign of violence by 
government forces against unarmed civil-
ians who belong to the same ethnic 
groups as rebel Þghters, according gov-
ernment and human rights groups.

At least 180,000 people have been killed, 
many others assaulted and raped, and 
about 2 million are displaced from their 

homes and living in camps, according to 
the United Nations. Another 1.5million 
need food, according to human rights or-
ganizations.

Thanks in part to last-minute U.S. diplo-
macy, the Associated Press reported Fri-
day that two years of Darfur peace talks 
beset by setbacks and frustration ended 
with a signing ceremony between the 
government and the largest rebel faction. 
However, two other groups refused to be 
part of the deal.



The congregation at Pasadena Jewish 
Temple and Center has been advocating 
on behalf of the people of Darfur for 
about 18 months, said Rabbi Joshua 
Levine Grater. The synagogue hosted a 
beneÞt concert for Darfur on April15, in-
volving congregations from Arcadia, 
Glendale, Pomona and Temple City.

The passion for the cause stems in large 
part from the Holocaust, Grater said.

"For many Jews, we know what it's like to 
be persecuted in a genocide," Grater 
said. "We know what it's like to have the 
world not do anything, or say that they 
care and not muster what's needed to 
take action."

In recent months, the 185 families at 
Temple Beth David, which was founded in 
1947 and is the Þrst Reform synagogue in 
the San Gabriel Valley, have become ac-
tivists for the civilians in Darfur. The con-
gregation sponsored six teens to lobby in 
Washington, D.C., from March31 to 
April3.

Jason Moss, 31, who teaches students at 
the synagogue's religious school, said the 
trip to Washington was intended to em-
power the youths by introducing them to 
the legislative process.

Max Miller, a 15-year-old from Arcadia 
who participated in the trip, met with a 
representative for Rep. David Dreier, R-
Glendora. Miller said he was nervous dur-
ing the 45-minute encounter, but he felt 
good about meeting with the aide in per-
son.

"You feel like you're getting your voice 
heard," Miller said.

Lachtman said he is proud of President 
Bush's leadership in the Sudan. But in-
creased participation is necessary from 
the United Nations and the Africa Union, 
he said.
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